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NHS Property Services (NHSPS) is committed to working with you to segregate more waste, increase 
recycling, reduce the negative environmental impacts of our buildings and save money for the NHS 
while doing so. 
To do this, we are launching and improving on the following waste initiatives which, to make a real 
impact, we need to work together on.

Increasing waste segregation and recycling

Dry mixed recycling bins are 
approximately 45% cheaper 
than general waste bins. The 
waste is also recycled and lowers 
our environmental impact. 

• Follow the guidance on the bin labels and posters 
to put the right waste in the right bin. 

• Speak to your local facilities manager if you don’t 
have recycling bins so they can be introduced.

What do you need to do?

What are we doing? 

• We have standardised all of our internal waste bins, 
labels and posters to help with waste segregation

• We are increasing the amount of internal and 
external dry mixed recycling bins across all of our 
sites, and removing the amount of general waste 
bins in the process

Download the posters and read the guidance on our website at:
www.property.nhs.uk/waste

http://www.property.nhs.uk/waste


The NHS produces thousands of tonnes of clinical waste every year. We have 
conducted hundreds of audits across our properties and found that customers 
are:

• Incorrectly putting general and recycling waste into clinical waste bags

• Taking a ‘blanket’ approach to clinical waste by putting all of it into the 
orange bags, which are meant for infections (bold) clinical waste only

Putting waste into the wrong bag costs the NHS substantial amounts of 
money, creates huge pressures on the clinical waste industry, and increases our 
environmental impact as a great deal of this waste can be recycled. 

Additionally, this is a direct breach of the Healthcare Technical Memorandum 
07-01: Safe management of healthcare waste.

What are we doing? 

• Installing general and recycling bins into clinical rooms so you have the 
correct waste segregation available

• Ensuring you have the right bags for your different sorts of clinical waste

• Labelling all of your bins to indicate what can and cannot be disposed of in 
them

• Displaying waste segregation posters to help advise you

• Providing training to our colleagues to support you

Encouraging clinical waste segregation

Download the posters and read the guidance 
on our website at www.property.nhs.uk/waste

Clinical waste bin

What do you need to do?

• Do not put general waste or recycling into clinical waste bins

• Use the tiger waste bags (yellow and black striped ones) only for non-
infectious bandages, masks and dressings

• Use the orange waste bags only for infectious waste that is not chemically 
and/or medically 
contaminated too e.g. 
patients’ bandages, 
dressings etc

• Use the yellow waste 
bags only for infectious 
clinical waste that is 
also chemically and/or 
medically contaminated

http://www.property.nhs.uk/waste

